
 

CASE

NURSEED

Area9 Lyceum and the University College Absalon started the NurseED in March 2020. This four-year 
program has the overarching aim to improve nursing education in Denmark to better prepare nurses 
for the 21st century.  By integrating adaptive learning into the nursing education, NurseED ensures 
more efficient individual learning, better knowledge retention and better support for low-performing 
students.

Challenge:

• At present, Denmark witnesses understaffing, inexperience and a lack of adequate skills among nurses in the 

healthcare system, resulting in marked negative consequences for patients. 

Solution:

• NurseED helps address these issues through its overarching aim to improve nursing education in Denmark to 
better prepare nurses for the 21st century. This involves tailoring and integrating a first-rate adaptive learning 

platform, Area9 Rhapsode™, into parts of the University College Absalon (UCA) nursing education curriculum.

• NurseED began in March 2020 and will run through February 2024. It involves adapting and developing the adaptive 
learning platform, Area9 Rhapsode, to the UCA nursing education and includes remodeling the curriculum and 

developing new blended learning approaches based on existing and new research.

• NurseED will tailor and implement the Area9 Rhapsode™ platform for nursing, in the nursing curriculum for core 
science subjects (anatomy, physiology, biochemistry, microbiology, pathology, pharmacology and medication 

calculation) and transform the teaching practices towards a new, evidence-based teaching approach. 

• NurseED is initiated with a small sample of students from Campus Slagelse (1. semester), for testing and improving 
the old and the new teaching approach. The ready-to-go adaptive modules (e.g. anatomy) was tested in a new 

context at Campus Roskilde 

Results:

• By integrating adaptive learning into the nursing education, NurseED ensures more efficient individual learning, 
better knowledge retention, more tailored teaching and better support for low-performing students, leading to a 
better preparation of students for real-life problem solving and clinical decision-making, better overall student 
performance and lower drop-out rates.

• In the first beta tests, learner progress data showed that students initially were unconsciously incompetent in 
an average of 22% of material; by the completion of the course, unconscious incompetence was reduced to an 
average of 9% of the material. 

• Such improvement helped students achieve an average final mastery of 83% of the material.

• Moreover, as learners’ knowledge improves and competence increases using adaptive learning, educators are 
then able to adapt to a flipped classroom model helping ensure mastery of the entire course to 100% mastery. 

• Students acquire knowledge at their own pace using computer-based adaptive learning, which then allows more 

classroom time for skills, simulation and collaborative training. 



 


